Press Release: 

The Institute of Family and Entrepreneurial Business at the Lebanese American University directed by Dr. Josiane Fahed-Sreih hosts the The Doha International Colloquium on the Family in Lebanon, June 20-21 2008

Global Trends and Local Challenges Facing the Arab Family
The Doha International Institute for Family Studies and Development in collaboration with the Institute of Family and Entrepreneurial Business in the School of Business at the Lebanese American University would like to announce the opening of a two-day colloquium on the “Global Trends and Local Challenges facing the Arab Family”. 

The objective of the colloquium is to strengthen the role and structure of the family in the region. Topics selected will tackle broad themes covering not only the social, demographic and cultural aspects of the family but also the economic, biological and political ones. 
The colloquium will be hosted by the Institute of Family and Entrepreneurial Business in the School of Business at the Lebanese American University in Byblos. The President of LAU, Dr. Joseph Jabbra will address the participants at the opening ceremony, followed by a key note speech from Dr. Saad Eddine Ibrahim, Professor of Political Sociology at the American University in Cairo and Distinguished Visiting Professor at Istanbul Kültür University. 

The Byblos colloquium will gather prominent scholars, UN representatives and civil society members and will also serve as an opportunity to encourage intercultural dialogue and build bridges of understanding between peoples and nations, where an exchange of knowledge will take place to benefit families around the region. 

The Doha International Institute for Family Studies and Development has already convened several colloquia on the family in various regions of the world (Africa, Europe , Asia and Qatar). This is its first colloquium in Lebanon. At the core of its efforts, the Institute seeks to promote international implementation of The Doha Declaration and support relevant regional efforts. 

Recognizing that the “family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society” The Doha Declaration aims to: 

• strengthen the family’s supportive, educational and nurturing roles; 

• recognize the inherent dignity and right of life for human persons; 

• emphasize the centrality of marriage, with husbands and wives as equal partners; and 

• assist parents in rearing their children in a family environment full of happiness, love and understanding 

The Doha International Institute for Family Studies and Development was established by Her Highness Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser Al Missned, Consort of His Highness the Emir of  Qatar, following a meeting of international experts in September 2005. Her Highness’ vision for the Institute sprang from the outstanding work achieved at the 2004 Doha International Conference for the Family, which produced The Doha Declaration, an important document which re-affirmed long ignored family norms. 

