Kahlil Gibran’s Presence 

in 
Different Cultures and Societies 

An International Conference organized by

The School of Arts and Sciences
Lebanese American University (LAU)

and

Gibran National Committee

Friday, November 6, 2009

Venue: Hotel “Le Bristol” - Beirut
Friday, 6th of November
Venue: Hotel Le Bristol, Beirut, Convention Room
OPENING SESSION:
9:30 – 9:45: Opening statement by Dr. Joseph Jabbra, LAU President.
9:45 – 10:00: Welcoming statements by Professor Samira Aghacy, Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences (LAU)
10:00 – 10:15: Welcoming statement by Mr. Antoine Tawk, President of Gibran National Committee.
10:15 – 10:30: Coffee Break

FIRST SESSION:

Moderator: Professor Assad Kheirallah, AUB.

10:30 – 11:15: Keynote speech: “Gibran in America: A Conflicted Life” by Professor Djelal Kadir (The Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Comparative Literature, Pennsylvania State University).

11:15 – 11:45: “Khalil Gibran:The Cultural Rupture and the Beginning Condition” by Professor Sabry Hafez (University of London)
11:45 – 12:15: “Kahlil Gibran’s Role in the Renewal of Modern Arabic Literature” by Professor Boutros Hallaq (Sorbonne University). In Arabic
12:15 – 12:45: Discussion.

01:00 – 02:30: Lunch Break.

SECOND SESSION:

Moderator: Professor Paul Tabar, LAU.

02:30 – 03:00: “Kahlil Gibran in Japan” by Professor Akiko Sumi (Kyoto Notre Dame University, Japan).
03:00 – 03:30: “Kahlil Gibran and Indonesia” by Mr. Eka Budianta (The Indonesian Heritage Trust).
03:30 – 04:00: “Gibran after 125 years by Lebanese Eyes” by Mr. Antoine Tawk (President of the Gibran National Committee). In Arabic
04:00 – 04:30: Discussion.

04:30 – 04:45: Coffee Break.

THIRD SESSION:

Moderator: Professor Vahid Behmardi, LAU.
04:45 – 05:15: “The Knowledge and the Success of Khalil Gibran's Books in Italy” by Isabella Camera d'Afflitto (Università di Roma La Sapienza).
05:15 – 05:45: “Gibran in Germany” by Andreas Pflitsch (Freie Universität Berlin & Zentrum für Literatur- und Kulturforschung - Berlin).
05:45 – 06:15: “Decoding the Gibran Production” by Dr. Elise Salem (Lebanese American University).
06:15 – 06:30: Discussion.
Closing Statement
